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by his parish) to a baker at Bury in Hertfordshire, who ill-treated him.
He attacked his master with a hatchet and ran away to London where
at first he managed to get work at some stables and kennels, and after
two years became a journeyman baker. He married, lived (as was usual
among bakers) on his master's premises, going home to his wife (who
supported herself by needlework), on Saturday nights. He soon became
a master-baker in the Borough and had a flourishing business, but was
ruined by drink and gambling. At a single sitting he lost everything,
including the furniture of his house and the goodwill of his business,
leaving his wife to be turned into the street She again earned a living
by needlework and heard nothing of her husband for some months.
However, he returned, again managed to take a baker's shop, and saved
£800. Again he was ruined by gambling, and had to sell the lease and
goodwill of his business, this time leaving his wife with a child and
some furniture. After a year he came back, * just as if he had returned
from a walk*, but penniless.
Place believes there was a third occasion of ruin by gambling in this
period. During Francis Place's childhood, his father bought an office
under the Marshalsea Court, and kept a sponging-house. This business,
as we have seen, was destroyed by the Act of 1779, and he took the
King's Arms public-house in Arundel Street. Here his final ruin was
begun by a woman who went to the overseers of his parish and claimed
to have been married to him by a Fleet marriage forty years before He
was advised to pay her a small weekly sum, but he refused, saying she
had never been his wife. An action was brought against him in the
Ecclesiastical Court which lasted three years, cost him about £1,000,
and ended in his excommunication, an event which he celebrated with a
supper party. Misfortunes followed. He failed to get a renewal of his
lease from die Duke of Norfolk, who preferred a Catholic tenant, and
he retired to the Fleet prison under a friendly action. Owing to the skill
of Francis Place, then under seventeen, in disposing of the fixtures, etc^
he saved about £250 from die wreck, with which his wife was anxious
to set up a shop, confident that she could support the family. He lost
the whole of it however, by gambling in the State Lottery. By this time
he was an old man, entirely broken, lodging at a public-house within
the Rules of the Fleet; his wife, though she was fifty-seven, supported
the family by taking in washing.	-	-

